
Why Are You Asking Me 
Stupid Questions About 
Distribution Lines? 



 



We have to start with the definitions 

ÅGathering Line means a pipeline that 
transports gas from a current production 
facility to a transmission line or main. 

 

 

Nope ς ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
do that! 



Transmission line means a pipeline, other than a 
gathering line, that:  

(1) Transports gas from a gathering line or storage 
facility to a gas distribution center, storage facility, 
or large volume customer that is not down-stream 
from a gas distribution center; 
 

(2) operates at a hoop stress of 20 percent or more 
of SMYS; OR 
 

(3) transports gas within a storage field 
 

 



 (3)  Transports gas within a storage field. 
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 (1)  Transports gas from a gathering line or storage facility to a distribution 
center, storage facility, or large volume customer that is not downstream from a 
distribution center; 
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 (1)  Transports gas from a gathering line or storage facility to a distribution 
center, storage facility, or large volume customer that is not downstream from a 
distribution center; 
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 (1)  Transports gas from a gathering line or storage facility to a distribution 
center, storage facility, or large volume customer that is not downstream from a 
distribution center; 
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Distribution Line means a pipeline other than a 
gathering or transmission line 
 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘΗ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǳōǎŜǘǎΧ 
 

Main means a distribution line that serves as a common 
source of supply for more than one service line 
 

Service line means a distribution line that transports gas from 
a common source of supply to an individual customerΣ Χ 



 



¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ bbDΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ǘŀǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
lines if: (1) they serve large volume customers; 
or (2) they operate at hoop stress of 20 percent 
or more of SMYS; or (3) they transport gas 
within a storage field.  
 

Farm taps which do not meet these criteria are 
distribution pipelines and must comply with 
DIMP.  

 



Specifically, you contend that these lines are 
essentially part of the transmission or gathering 
pipelines to which they are attached, not 
distribution pipelines and, therefore, should not 
be subject to the new DIMP requirements. 
 

PHMSA ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜǎΧ 
Rulemaking in 1971 - Χŀ pipeline such as a "farm tap" 
which may be unmetered or may be metered at the point of 
tie-in with a very long line downstream of the meter. ... [i]t 
is apparent that all of these pipelines are just as involved in 
the distribution of gas under the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety 
ActΣΧ 



This treatment of farm taps was later confirmed 
in a 1980 ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ 
ά{ƻƳŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ primarily  
engaged in the gathering or  
transmission of gas also operate 
distribution pipelines. They do  
so when they deliver gas directly  
to customers through farm taps  
and industrial tapsΦέ 



In 1996, RSPA further reiterated its position that 
farm taps are service ƭƛƴŜǎΧ 

The reference to "main" and "transmission" lines 
was intended to cover farm taps, as farm taps are 
also subject to the type of incident that could 
benefit from an EFV. 
 

By referring to "service" line, RSPA intends for the 
standards to apply if an EFV is installed on a farm 
tap. 



 


